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tuted a necessary part of the question of innocence, and was, 
therefore, an affirmative issue to be proven by the prosecution. 
In support of this he cited one decision. The Indiana Supreme 
Court ( American Journal of Neurology and Psychiatry, May, 1883) 
has recently affirmed this point raised. Mr. Scoville in the 
strongest manner in a case appealed from a lower court. The 
defence in the case was insanity of the prisoner. On the trial the 
judge charged that the law presumes sanity in all cases, and the 
burden of overthrowing the presumption is upon the person who 
alleges insanity ; but if the evidence given by defendant has been 
sufficient to raise a reasonable doubt of his sanity, then the gene¬ 
ral question is presented to the jury whether or not the crime was 
committed by him while responsible for his acts. If a reasonable 
doubt exist as to the defendant’s sanity, he is entitled to the 
benefit of the doubt. The Supreme Court says : “ The proposi¬ 
tion that the burden was upon defendant of creating by affirma¬ 
tive evidence as to his sanity is erroneous. The burden was upon 
the State to establish, beyond a reasonable doubt, every material 
averment in the indictment. One of these was malice. There 
can be no criminal intent when the mental condition of the ac¬ 
cused is such that he is incapable of forming one, and the burden 
is upon the State to prove that when the offence was committed 
the mental condition of the defendant was capable of forming an 
intent. The burden is upon the State.” 


Sexual Perversion. —Dr. P. M. Wise, of the Willard Asylum, 
reports ( Alienist and Neurologist, Jan., 1883) the case of a 
woman who, although she married and became a mother, displayed 
aversion to normal sexual indulgence. Being reduced, she sought 
shelter in an almshouse. Here she encountered a young woman, 
who had been born of an insane mother, with whom she ultimately 
set up house-keeping ; she acting as husband and dressing in men’s 
clothes. Sexual intercourse was indulged in between the two, the 
patient having an enlarged clitoris. She finally became demonstra¬ 
bly insane and entered the Willard Asylum. This is the third case 

of the kind reported in the United States. Dr. H-( Medical 

Record, March 19, 1881) having been the first to report a case of the 
kind. A second was reported by Dr. Blumer {American Journal 
of Insanity, July, 1882). The case just cited is the third, and a 
fourth was reported by Dr. Ferris, in the April number of the 
Journal. 


Contracts with God and Sanity. —Dr. Ball (Z’ Encdphale, 
No. 1, 1883) has resurrected the following case, first reported by 
Dr. Chatelain {Annales medico-psychologiques, July, 1866). 
Some years ago a notary died at Neufchatel, whom everybody 
supposed to be perfectly sane, but among whose papers was found 
a document—nothing less than a regularly drawn up partnership 
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contract between himself and God. Isaac Vigneaux believed 
that God was his partner in the liquor business. The Almighty 
was to give His blessing in lieu of capital, and His share of the 
profits was to be given to the poor. Isaac prospered, at all events ; 
and every year regularly distributed 7,323 francs, 35 centimes to 
the poor of the city. Ball regards this man as at least of doubt¬ 
ful mental condition, guided, no doubt, by the agnostic spirit so 
prevalent at present. It is scarcely scientific to look upon the 
case from this stand-point, and Dr. Chatelain, who viewed it 
from the stand-point of religious people, regarded the man as 
sane. The truth about this case is, that the man was a devout in¬ 
dividual, who had the highest respect for business forms, and 
made a covenant with the Deity in this manner. As Dr. Ray says 
(“ Mental Pathology ”), the procedure, other than its name, was a 
measure adopted by very religious people of unquestionable 
sanity. A partnership was the man’s idea of the proper method 
of doing business. He did not imagine God was partner with him 
other than in the sense He was partner with every Christian who 
covenanted with Him; but this idea of partnership was Mr. 
Vigneaux’s way of expressing intimate relationship. It was, as 
Ray says, only an eccentricity in the true sense of that term ; 
doing a very proper thing in an unusual manner. This man was, 
however, a notary, and it may be asked : Why did he expose his 
will to the possible chance of rejection by such a procedure if he 
were a sane man ? Here, curiously enough, turns up a circum¬ 
stance creditable to his acumen as a lawyer. In the fourth vol¬ 
ume of Causes Cdlbres, published in Paris in 1736 by Jean de 
Nully, is to be found a similar case, in which the Court decided 
that such a contract was no evidence of insanity. As Ray (“ Men¬ 
tal Pathology ”) says, it can scarcely be doubted that Vigneaux’s 
professional studies included these Causes C'ellbres, which are well 
known to every French lawyer. Vigneaux did not entirely dis¬ 
inherit his heirs, and on his will being refused probate they dis¬ 
posed of the property as he directed. 


Transitory Furor from Quinine. —Dr. F. Delafield, at a 
meeting of the New York Medical and Surgical Society, reported 
a case of transitory furor (mania transitoria) caused by a large 
dose of quinine. The excitement disappeared in a few hours. 
Cases of insanity of like causation have been reported by Kiernan 
(Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease, October, 1880). 
They are, perhaps, more frequent than is generally supposed. 


French Procedures in Murders by the Insane. —Accord¬ 
ing to the Detroit Lancet, in France-a lunatic who commits a mur¬ 
der is not always tried. A certificate often locks him up for life, 
or until his recovery. This system is not very satisfactory, be¬ 
cause it leaves a large margin for arbitrary favor. Attschuller, 



